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No. 265. December 19, 1710
26 C
[ADDisoN'and STEELE. From Saturday^ Dec. 16, to Tuesday ', JD*f* 19, 1710.
Arbiter hie igitur sumptus de lite jocosa.
OVID, Met. iii, 332.
CONTINUATION OF THE JOURNAL OF THE COURT OF HONOUR, &c.
As soon as the court was sat, the ladies of the bench presented, according to order, a table of all the laws now in force relating to visits and visiting-days, methodically digested under their respective heads, which the Censor ordered to be laid upon the table, and afterwards proceeded upon the business of the day,
Henry Heedless, Esq., was indicted by Colonel Touchy, of her Majesty's trained - bands,1 upon an action of assault and battery ; for that he the said Mr. Heedless having espied a feather upon the shoulder of the said colonel, struck it off gently with the end of a walking-staff, value threepence. It appeared, that the prosecutor did not think himself injured till a few days after the aforesaid blow was given him ; but that having ruminated with himself for several days, and conferred upon it with other officers of the militia, he concluded, that he had in effect been cudgelled by Mr. Heedless, and that he ought to resent it accordingly. The counsel for the prosecutor alleged, that the shoulder was the tenderest part in a man of honour; that it had a natural antipathy to a stick, and that every touch of it, with anything made in the fashion of a cane, was to be interpreted as a wound in that part, and a violation of the person's honour who
1 See Nos. 28, 41, 60, 61, and 79. 346